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First year as principal has been a swhirlwind journeys
by Dr. R. Scott Allen, HSPVA principal

Happy 2010! Can you believe that we are already in the second month of
this new year? | hope it is off to a great start for you and your family.

In traditional HSPVA fashion, things are fast, furious, and magical on campus
and with our students. We just closed our Tommy Tune awards entry, Man of No
Importance, and the Black history production, Once on this Island, is quickly ap-
proaching. Visual Art, Dance, Music, and Theatre Arts all have many upcoming
events and activities. Be sure to check the school website for dates, times and lo-
cations (www.hspva.org).

I arrived at HSPVA on February 2 last year. The past year has been a whirlwind
journey of “experiencing” HSPVA and learning the culture of our incredible school.
“Living PVA” (sounds more like a reality television show than the last 365 days for
me) has been an interesting
experience. Talking with
students, parents, teachers,
alumni, and our community
has given me real insight
into our school and its rich
history and traditions. Thank
you for being a part of the
learning!

HSPVA holds a special
place in our country’s fine
arts magnet school history.
As one of the first schools
of its kind, HSPVA paved
the way for many other arts
schools across the nation.
We are celebrated in many
arts education circles across
the United States, and for this we should be proud. We have accumulated numer-
ous honors, accomplishments, and recognitions in 38 years of existence, but it is
important that we continue to grow and improve in order to stay relevant in the
world of arts and academics. To do this we must examine where we have been,
where we are, and where we will go from this time forward. As we begin the process
of reflecting and planning for the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead, I look
forward to HSPVA becoming an even greater arts school in the Houston area.

Educator Margaret Kilgo once said, “You can organize a school for the wel-
fare of the children or for the convenience of the adults, but you can’t do both.” As
the instructional leader of HSPVA, 1 will do everything in my power to assure that
the faculty and staff of our great school always do what is best for our students.
“Kids first!” is my motto as an educator and principal.

[ look forward to continuing my journey with you and the students of HSPVA.
It is because of you that HSPVA is here. Let’s work together to make our school
the best in the country in both the arts and academics!

Donit Miss
0ANn Evening with Dr. Allend

Discussion on (State of the Schoolé
followed by a
Question and Answer Session

Monday, March 22, 2010
7 p.m.
Alessandro Recital Hall

Your PTO at work
by Jana Enloe, PTO President

Happy New Year and Happy New
Semester at HSPVA! | hope the new
year has you contemplating your thank-
fulness for the past and excited about
the wonderful opportunities to come
for your students and for the school.

So many happenings have taken place,
and your PTO has been very busy do-
ing great things for PVA.

As with our school, our board has
had a few changes since the beginning
of the year. Heznh Wglpswfivk0 holding
our buildings and grounds position,
had to resign due to unforeseen work
obligations that have him commut-
ing back and forth from Chicago. The
PTO received a lovely letter of resigna-
tion from our Newsletter Chair Wywer
Zeykler) who had to take on addition-
al personal responsibilities due to the
loss of her father. We wish both David
and Susan continued success in all their
endeavors.

Glevwiw QgOimnxlir graciously took
over the buildings and grounds position
and has been busily observing the areas
around the school that need attention.
He has put in many hours planning,
working, cleaning, and pruning to make
PVA more beautiful. Xegeve XIsqtwsr
finished our fabulous student directory
in record time and then stepped for-
ward to take over as newsletter chair.
Xire Qeglirrmi is our mailing chair, who
prepares the printed newsletters, and
has arranged for us to be able to utilize
bulk mailing this year.

We had a great fall program about
colleges put together by our wonderful
programs chair, Hiffn KvijAx10 and are
looking forward to the one she is plan-
ning for March 22 (see box). The School
Store continues to run seemingly effort-
lessly because of the hard work of Xivwn

(Continued on page 2)
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PTO at work

(continued from page 1)

Fvs{r and her crew, as well as our
library volunteers who are spearheaded
by Erri Eqehs\ our library chair.
Thanks to each of you for your contri-
butions to our great school.

Our hospitality committee,
headed by Wlerrsr Fslr}) has had
several functions supporting our
teachers and staff. Many of you have
been instrumental in helping with
these delicious specialties, such as
the more than 70 cakes that were
baked, sprinkled, boxed and bowed,
and hand delivered to each teacher
and staff member. Likewise, Teacher
Appreciation Luncheon Chair Eqern
lwgerhsr has worked hard organizing
and orchestrating beautiful luncheons
for our teachers and staff, including the
holiday luncheon, held on the Denney
Theatre stage where each faculty
member received a gift card. Thank
you so much, Shannon and Amani, and
all of the people that helped to make
these special events so successful.

The rest of our board members
do more of the behind-the-scenes
work but are equally important to the
smooth running of our PTO. Thank you
so much for the countless hours each
of you devote to PVA. You can check
out our website at www.hspva.org and
click under PTO to see the entire list
of names and positions that keep our
Board functioning. Of course, it is never
too late to join the PTO.

Please take the time to scour this
newsletter for more information about
our upcoming board elections for next
year and about the many events that
will be going on at PVA this Spring.

Parents work together to treat faculty and staff

Parents at HSPVA are amazing when they all work together. Thank you to all
for making our holiday treat for the staff a huge success!

On a special day in December, each staff member received a whole
homemade chocolate chip pound cake wrapped in a bakery box with a bow and
greeting. What a nice way for us to show our appreciation for all that they do to
make our school so special! Not only did we work hard to assemble the cakes, but
we enjoyed getting to know each other too.

If you would like to help with HSPVA Hospitality opportunities, please
contact shannonbohny@comcast.net. We have some exciting things planned for

the rest of the year.

Junior Class vocalists
recently gave a class
recital in the newly
renovated Alessandro
Recital Hall.

-_ -

B ' - L

Recital Hall undergoes facelift, thanks to PTO

Parents of senior vocalists, instrumentalists, and pianists will have a more pro-
fessional-looking venue in which to photograph their child’s senior recitals now,
thanks to a PTO-sponsored renovation of the Alessandro Recital Hall.

Gone are the mustard- and ketchup-colored walls. They have been replaced
with one color, a muted taupe. Wood paneling has been added to the back and
sides of the stage area and the stage has been restained with a darker, updated
color. Dilapidated curtains at the back of the hall have been removed.

The HSPVA PTO and School Store funded the $16,000 renovation, which was
completed in December. Dr. Scott Allen hopes that the chairs can be replaced by
next school year.

If you haven't seen the renovation, stop by and peek in. We think you will be
pleased with the more professional-looking hall.

Committee studies renovations to current building

A committee of administrators, faculty, and parent representatives has been
organized to consider how $3.2 million should be spent to renovate the existing
HSPVA building.

The committee, which began meeting in January, initially received a list of
suggested repairs and renovations from the Magellan study done in 2007 as a
starting point. Since some of the Magellan recommendations had already been
done or were outdated, committee members were asked to come up with their
own lists, which were then shared with architects.

The funds for renovation are from the last bond approval. Renovations are
not expected to begin before fall and

may take as long as two years.

The renovations do not diminish
the need for a new facility, but are a
short-term fix for a number of current
problems, according to Dr. Allen.

Did you get your directory?

HSPVA Student Directories were
published in October. If you haven’t
picked up one yet, stop by the
receptionist’s desk in the main of-
fice. Students may also pick up the
family’s directory.

This year’s reformatted direc-
tory is smaller with a spiral binding.
The cover art is designed by senior
Verh} Tepqiv

The directories are free to PTO
members. PTO Angels are entitled to
two copies. Non-PTO members may
purchase a copy for $5.




Thanks, PTO Angels!

The HSPVA PTO extends its ap-
preciation to the following people,
collectively known as PTO Angels, for
their generous support in 2009-10:

Erri * Kivger Egehsv
Gpenvi XnqFivpeoi erh Qevgnep Fegern
Here * Ip~efixl Fevopi}
Onq Firiwerxi
Glivn > Eper Fvs{r
Wlivn Fvyhriv
Qnglipi Qiiler * Vst Fyhhnrkl
Znon Gsppiv
Lipir Gywniv
Nier * Fs Fvegoirhsyjj
Oe}i * Epi| Hi [ex
Q}vre * Hezth Irkpiv
Eqern * Ve} lwgerhsr
Gexl} Je{

Oexlpiir * Nswitl Jirrmrkiv
Gexl} * Prrgspr Jsviger
Qefip* Irvuyi Ksqi~

Igmni Leilp
Gexlivri Qmglip
Qev} * Kisvki Le{omrw
Wywer Zeykler = Qngleip Lirrir
Fvehjsvh liviper
Rihvi Hiexsr * \sr Negowsr
LivF * P}rr Negmsr
Gevsp}r > Teyp Perhir
Erhvin * Porhe Onffi
Pnir Pmxpi
Xare * Vsr Qeglrriw
Gevsp * Fmp Qewlep
IpweFixl Parhling * Fp Qexxs|
Teyp Qglirx}vi
Wywer * Fmp Qssvi
Qewni * Herr} Spizew
Peyvni * Nijj Tspngsjj
Pixmne Uynrsriw
Zvknrne * Wxizi Veqmvi~

Prpp} Pivriv * VsFivx Vimp}

Hnerhve * Fwer VIshiw
Piwpi} * Tl VsTirw
Err * Qepgspq Vsww
Wlewni * FsT Wevxenr

Ny}ri Weyiv

Ql}wreq * Pym Wikszne

Qnglipi Ns} * Xsq Wlelvnewn
Visrhe * VsFivx Wamxl

Xly} PilXlen * Kiveph Xlen

Xeqgeve * Hezth XIsqtwsr
Lipir [ev{ngo * Oiznr Xyp}
Hspsviw * N}vsr [Cepw
Qipwe * NJerk [erk
Jyr * Nier [erk
Qimrhe * Qevo [nrglip
Whippi} > Zng [wriv
1ze * Qngleip Ny Fip
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Take note: Funding for pianos is key

What's an arts school without a piano? HSPVA came close to finding
out when school began in 2010. Eighteen pianos on loan from Forshey Piano
Company were removed over the winter break.

However, funds for new pianos have been coming in steadily since it was
announced in December that an agreement with Forshey to supply pianos
annually with plans to sell and replace them on an ongoing basis was ending.

At press time, $24,000—$7,000 from alumni contributions—had been raised
from private donations. The alumni contributions will be used to purchase a grand
piano. In addition, the HSPVA PTO School Store has donated money to purchase
five uprights, and HSPVA Friends donated funds for two pianos. An additional four
pianos have been donated to the school.

In December, the music department determined that the school needed,
ata minimum, 10 upright pianos and two grand pianos—an estimated cost of
$56,000—to maintain a quality music program at the school. The grand pianos in
the Denney Theatre and Alessandro Recital Hall were not part of the Forshey loan.

HSPVA has maintained a positive relationship with Forshey, a long-time

supporter, and looks forward to continuing that relationship.
If you would like to contribute to the piano fund, send donations to Piano
Project, HSPVA Friends, 4119 Montrose Blvd. Suite 210, Houston, Texas 77006.

PTO is looking for people to serve on Board next year

The HSPVA PTO is looking for
a few—OK, several—good workers
interested in serving during 2010-11.

Nominations have begun for
positions on the PTO Board and the
following openings are available:

President—Oversees the entire
board and directs the PTO’s work.

First Vice President, Membership—
Conducts membership drives and
oversees the membership files.

Second Vice President, Programs—
Sets up and conducts two programs for
parents during the school year.

Third Vice President, Directory—
Produces the student directory.

Corresponding Secretary—Handles
correspondence for the board.

Parliamentarian—Ensures that
meetings are conducted properly.

Building and Grounds—Works
with school to oversee upkeep of
school property.

Newsletter—Produces quarterly
newsletter.

Compliance Officer—Ensures that
PTO follows legal requirements, such
as filing government documents.

All PTO Board members are
expected to attend board meetings,
which are held monthly except for July
and December.

To nominate yourself or someone

else for an office, contact Wlerrsr
Fslr} (shannonbohny@comcast.net).

Fifty security cameras
installed on campus

Nearly 50 security cameras were
installed this fall throughout HSPVA,
as part of an HISD campus safety and
security program.

The cameras were funded by part
of a bond program passed several years
ago.

The cameras are all aimed at
hallways and common areas. There are
no cameras in classrooms except in
the computer lab and in the welding
area of the art shop. There are also
no cameras in any of the performing
venues. The location of each camera
was determined by HISD, based on an
established district policy.

Constantly on and running, the
cameras record all activity. The
recording is saved on an on-campus
file-server. All administrators and HISD
police have the ability to view the
cameras live or review the recordings.
The recordings are kept until the hard
drive is nearly full, at which time it
begins to erase the oldest recordings to
make room as the cameras record new
information.



4 HSPVA PTO Newsletter

FVGZS% FVGZS% Student Honors and Recognitions

Egehigngw

Three students have been
named National Merit Scholarship
Semifinalists. They are Ovygrep
WxFwnrkivd Ippir Xe}psw and Nezniv
Ze~uyi~1Xvins? Javier graduated a
year early and is not at PVA this year.
Finalists will be announced later in the
year.

The following are National Merit
Scholarship Commended Students:
Glvmxsthiv Epir0 Oiipi} FevfsyW Ivir
Gviw} Kisvki Jer) Wiswlerre Oelril
Qiker Onrkl Erre Psvir~0 Tenki
QgReqgevel Nsrexler Qssvil Sryv
Welnr( Piwpni XInfshiey|0 and T Inprt
Jsyrk?

Four students have been
named semifinalists in the National
Achievement Scholarship Competition:
Epp}rr Hiperi}0 Piwpi XInfshiey|0
Oexliviri XIsgew and Tlmprt Jsyrk?

The following juniors and seniors
were inducted into HSPVA's chapter
of the National Honor Society on
December 2: Eqerhe Epi |erhiw
Glvmxmer Egehsv Erri Fevopi }
Eqipe Fippd Glipwie Fslr} Eyfvi}
Fvs{r0 Prff} Fygol Vejaiw Hyvfnr(
Oip} Irkpiv Femi} Irpsil Piree
lwgerhsr0 G}rxlne JenvFerowl Epi |~
Jeyporivi Niwwnge Jimux0 Nywxnr Ksr~epiw
Oexliviri lrger( Wlnve lweip) Fvixxer}
Nmpiw0 Kviksv} Pe Qsrxekril Lunesl
Glir Pir0) Qsvker Qeglirriwl Fvier
QuGspyq0 Wxegn Qivvmxx0 Fixx} Qevni
Qyiwnk0 Epi Jerhiv Tivi~0 Terki
Tspngsjjo Terki WiFivw Gegmpe Wonx 10
Glivni WsyxI{ngol Eftkem Zip~0 1gqQe
[ mowsr0 Qevkevix [nrglip and T Impprt
Jsyrk?

RJEE JsyrkEviw

Vst Qssvi is the HSPVA
finalist in the National Foundation
for Advancement in the Arts
YoungArts program. Robbie received
his recognition in modern dance,
making him eligible to compete for a
Presidential Scholar in the Arts award.

During YoungArts Week January
11-16 in Miami, Robbie performed an
exquisite new modern dance work that
he choreographed.

Honorable mentions in the
YoungArts program went to Gleh Pikk
for dance choreography and Glipvie
[ewir for popular voice. Merit awards
were given to Fmp Zsrhivleev for jazz,
Tlnpprt Isyrk for musical theater, and
Xsqgew Jims and Tsvxp}rr Xekezn for
visual art.

YoungArts is the core program of
the NFAA. It is the signature national
organization that recognizes and
supports America’s most talented 17-
18 year olds in the visual, literary, and
performing arts. YoungArts is the sole
nominating agency for Presidential
Scholars in the Arts, who will be named
later in the school year.

EpplWxexi

The following students earned
the honor of participating in the Texas
Music Educators Association All-State
Convention:

Jazz— [ epegi Wxip~iv and Erhvi{
Wriih0 Jazz Ensemble.

Vocal— Qngleip Onffi0 ~egliv}
Peg} Viknre Qsvker) Hirmi [evhi
Qev} Gexlivari [ Inxi0 Nywar [ npwsr?

Instrumental—Kisvki Jer(
bassoon (fourth year); Nswl Fevr Inp0
trumpet; Wier Hsrszer and O}rer
LsvxsriXIsqgew string bass; 1vio
[ liipivand WeirgivWhir0 cello;

Robbie Moore, Fireqnr

YoungArts ~errsr

Finalist viola;
and Rure

l WerhFivko violin.

A Ne~~

Bassist Fipp
ZsrhivleeW a senior, was
selected to perform with
the 2010 Grammy High
School Jazz Ensemble,
which performed in
California during the last
week of January. Both Vonderhaar
and drummer Le}hir Leqmxsr( a
junior, have been named to the 2010
Thelonious Monk Institute Performing
Arts High School All-Star Jazz
Sextet and will be performing with
saxophonist Antonio Hart in Hawaii
later in March. The sextet will perform
at various schools in Hawaii for a week
with other all-star students from across
the country.

Zsgep

These students were selected for
the Region 23 honor choirs:

District Choir: Kefvnip Hirwsr(
Nswlye Kevgrel Winve lweip) [ mpeq
Wziwir0Nivig} Qevglerh( Fverhsr
I mopnw.

Treble Choir: Nswithri Ksxxjvnih0
Kvegi Levx~ip0 WlipF} Nsvher( Fpenv
Pihix2 Fwiere Qyrjywl Qevnspinr
Tewqger?

Mixed Choir: Gvmxner Egehsw
Kefwnipi F}vhl Qeviel Genr0 Nsvki
Kevgnel Vyh} Kivsri Qsvixxe livgInvp
Nsrexler OewtewW Oemp}r Oipi
Qngleip OrfFi0 ~egliv} Peg) Vikire
Qsvker) Onvo Qywippl Heznh Viiziw
Qngleip Zepmoettml Efken Zip~0
Hirmi [evh0 Qev} Gexlivari [ Inxi0
Epeyre [ mwsri Nywar [ mpwsi?

Gigm} Ksvhsr is a member of the
2009-10 Houston Grand Opera High
School Voice Studio, a select group that
draws from Houston area high schools.



Vyh} Kivsr( Vikire Qsvker( and
Glipvie [ewir have been named to
the Singing From the Soul Vocal Studio.

loexivire Ksvpsze sang with the
Children’s Chorus in the Houston
Grand Opera production of Tosca in
January.

In the ACT-SO spring 2009 local
competition, Glipvie [Cewir received
a gold medal in classical voice and a
silver medal in contemporary voice.
Hirmi [evh received a silver medal in
classical voice.

Zmyep Eviw

Qre Gephivsri (left in left photo) and
Tsvxp}rr  Xekezn
received  gold
awards and Weve
Jiwm (below) got
a silver award for
their art portfo-
lios in the region-

al Scholastic
Art and Writing
Awards.

About
20 students
participated in a
sculpture show
sponsored by
the Texas Commission on the Arts in
Austin.

Alumni Recognitions

Zmyep Eviw

Neguyiw Znhep ('00) has his first solo
show in the Sunday Gallery in New
York City.

Four former HSPVA Visual Arts
students now teach in our program.

Heznh [Cehhip ('99) is a full-time
faculty member, and lwipe Ekymwi ('95),
Igm} Kvirehiv ('03), Nsvher Tsspi
("02), and Texvngo Virriv ('00) are
consultants.

Renner currently has a show at the
Galveston Art Center.
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May 1 Print Show to honor three contributors

For the first time, the HSPVA Print Show, an annual event showcasing artwork
by HSPVA Visual Arts students, faculty, alumni, and friends, will honor three
people who have made significant contributions to the art department.

Print 2010, planned for May 1 from 6 to 9 p.m. at One Allen Center, will
recognize Hezrh Wlievh0 Kisvki Tsvxiv and Xiwn Fvs{r? Sheard retired in 2006
after 31 years in the Visual Arts Department, 17 years as chair. He still teaches in
the department weekly. Porter, parent of a visual arts alumna, has long supported
HSPVA and brought in corporate and private donations for scholarships. Brown,
an alumni parent, is the founder and volunteer manager of the HSPVA School
Store, which sells art supplies and funds equipment for the art department.

The Print Show is the largest fund-raising project and social event of the year
for the art department. Last year’s event drew 350 guests and sold over 100 pieces
of beautiful art. Over 50 parent volunteers organize and operate the show, dinner,
and auction, and our past shows owe their success to wonderful parents, faculty,
alumni and community members who graciously donate their time and support.

An HSPVA jazz trio will provide musical entertainment for the evening.
Exhibition space and free parking is generously donated by Brookfield Properties,
owners of The Allen Center located at Smith and Dallas in downtown Houston.

For more information or to help with the show, please contact Co-Chairs
WHipp} Epi|erhiv (rsa1547@aol.com) or Nerngi Fewixx (jpjwb@hotmail.com).

Theatre Department presents Tommy Tune entry,
prepares for spring shows, uniped auditions

The HSPVA Theatre Department is excited about the new adventures the
students have begun.

At this writing, many students are busy rehearsing for our production of A
Man of No Importance, which runs January 28-30 in the Black Box Theatre. Set
in Ireland in 1964, A Man of No Importance follows Alfie Byrnne, a Dublin bus
coachman who runs an amateur theatre group sponsored by the local church. The
intimate and moving narrative creates a piece driven by the power of theatre.

The Theatre Department is proud to say that the production of A Man of No
Importance has been entered in the 2010 Tommy Tune awards.

Besides the involvement with the production of A Man of No Importance,
many seniors are planning to visit Chicago to attend The National Unified
Auditions of the Consortium of Colleges and Universities. While there, the seniors
audition for several colleges and conservatories.

Students  from  our
departmentare also working
on Once on This Island, the
all-school  Black history
production. Once on This
Island runs February 25-28
(see box) and follows the
character Timoune as she
bridges the gap between
racial prejudices in order to

Once on This Island

2010 Black History Production
Feb. 25MA6 p.m Gala; 7 p.m. Show
Feb. 267 p.m.; Feb. 272 & 7 p.m.

Feb. 28R 3 p.m.
Tickets may be purchased online (credit card) at www.hspva.
org or at the box ofpce (cash and check only). The box ofpce
is open February 16-19 and 22-26 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
or one hour before each show.

find love.

Coming in March: Red and Gray Festival, featuring original plays by students,
March 3-5, and The Cover of Life, March 25-27.

The HSPVA Theatre Guild will hold its annual Theatre Guild Gala on April
10 at Treebeard’s in Market Place. For more information, please check out
the HSPVA Theatre Guild Facebook page or contact Hi i IpmsxKwijAxl at
delliottgriffith@gmail.com.
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Deadline approaches to sign up for Italy trip

For more than 12 years HZ VsFivx
Qikre has accompanied students and
parents on international trips to Europe
and, last year, to Japan. This year Dr.
Megna will be part of an exciting edu-
cational trip to Italy, set for June 3-14!

The tour is
r sponsored by
EF Educational
Tours and is
called “The
Best of Italy.”
The deadline
to sign up as a
regular partici-
pant is Febru-
ary 12.

The tour will visit Venice, Flor-
ence, Pisa, Assisi, Naples, Sorrento and
Rome. Participants will visit museums,
churches, national monuments, and
areas of special natural beauty, such as
the Bay of Naples and the Tuscan coun-
tryside. A bilingual guide will accom-

pany the tour and educate the tourists
about the history and culture of Italy.
Dr. Megna is also fluent in Italian and is
very familiar with Italy and its customs.

The price covers round-trip airfare
from Houston, a modern air-condi-
tioned tour bus, quality hotels with
private bath, breakfast and dinner every
day, and tours led by certified local
guides. Children under 12 years of age
may participate if accompanied by a
parent. Participants 23 years old and
above must enroll as adults.

For more information, visit hspva.
org and click on the link for “Italy Trip”
on the home page. The link will provide
you with a brochure and the cost for
both students and adults.

To sign up, call 800-665-5364
or go to www.eftours.com. Enter the
Tour Number 702119 in either the
box “Check out your teacher’s tour”
or “Enroll.” Email any questions to Dr.
Megna at rmegna@houstonisd.org.

Jazz performance to raise
money for piano fund

The Jazz Department has a busy
spring planned. Join us for these
upcoming performances:

Side-by-Side Performance at
HSPVA featuring bassist Fir Epmsr{
February 5, at 7:30 p.m. in the Denney
Theater. This will start with an intense
day of master classes and classroom
performances and culminate in a “side-
by-side” performance by Ben Allison
and Man Size Safe, and students from
HSPVA music department. Proceeds
will go to the HSPVA piano fund. This
event has been made possible by Da
Camera of Houston.

HSPVA’s 34th Annual Spring
Jazz Festival with special guest alto
saxophonist \nq Wrnhivs( featuring the
HSPVA Big Bands and Combos, March
26-27, at 7:30 p.m., in the Denney
Theatre. Tickets are $7.

Dancers prepare for Spring Dance Concert with variety of master classes

The HSPVA Dance Department has
not let any grass grow under its feet this
year!

January was busy with two guest
choreographers. Nirr} Qirhi~0 a 1996
HSPVA dance graduate and a member
of the Pilobolus Dance Company for
five years, was a choreographer in
residence for one week, setting a new
work for the Spring Dance Concert.
Pew} Oink{nrd a prominent New York
choreographer and director of his
own dance company, was a resident
choreographer the last week of January.
He also set a new choreographic work
on the Concert Dancers for the Spring
Dance Concert.

January dance master classes have
included:

e A class taught by Hswip Qevxir{
an HSPVA dance graduate and director
of the Joffrey Summer Jazz Intensive in
New York;

® A Chorus Line master class taught
by members of the cast, provided by
the Society for the Performing Arts;

e A class taught by Nslr Qekrywl

formerly with the Joffrey Ballet School
and presently director of the Magnus
Midwest Summer Dance Intensive
(formerly Joffrey Midwest);

e A master class taught by the
faculty of Perry Mansfield Summer
Dance/Theatre Intensive in Steamboat
Springs, Colorado;

* The first webcam master class
for HSPVA, taught by the Mark Morris
Dance Group, provided by and in
conjunction with the Society for the

Performing Arts and Klein Oak High
School;

e A modern dance master class
taught by NsIr Pilviv in conjunction
with the Jewish Community Center.

Our upcoming Spring Dance
Concert will take place March 11
and 12 in the Denney Theatre. An
additional guest choreographer for the
concert will be HSPVA graduate Wlern
Lirhiwsr0 along with HSPVA dance
faculty members.

HSPVA students, like

~ the rest of Houston,
~ were fascinated

by the snow on

December 5.



HSPVA Friends celebrates 30-year anniversary

In 2010 HSPVA Friends celebrates
its 30 years of service and fund-
raising for our school, and its list of
contributions is remarkable.

Since its inception, the organization
has provided $1 million in scholarships
and over $5 million in supplies for the
school, such as musical instruments,
lighting, and specialized art supplies.
Since May 2009 alone, Friends has:

* Explored site opportunities with
architects and interested supporters and
lobbied the HISD Board of Education
for a long-overdue new facility for
HSPVA;

* Received grant support from
the Brown Foundation, Kinder
Foundation, Olshan Foundation,
Williams Foundation, and the Hamman
Foundation;

* Awarded 32 college and summer
arts workshop scholarships;

e Purchased pianos for the music
department;

e Paid for a guest choreographer,
several dance classes, and theatre
lighting for the dance studios;

e Paid for repair of several musical
instruments;

e Provided support for Cats,
the all-school musical; the HSPVA
poetry review; and Adding Machine,
Camarata’s student-produced musical
(see below).

The Friends’ annual fund-raiser,
“Encore for Excellence” luncheon, will
be held on February 4 at the River Oaks
Country Club. At the luncheon Geqmpi
~eqsvel an alumna vocalist who has
raised thousands of dollars for AIDS
victims in the past several years, will
be honored, along with Texans owners
Vsfivx and Nerngi QgRenv, prominent
Houstonians who support the arts and
education.

The luncheon is open to everyone.
To purchase tickets, contact the HSPVA
Friends office at 713-874-0087.

Camerata to produce Adding Machine,
a musical run entirely by students

Aspiring to great heights, Camerata, HSPVA's opera and musical theatre
appreciation club, is producing a full-scale, student-run production of the musical

Adding Machine in April.

Adding Machine follows Mr. Zero, who after 25 years of working for a
department store, is fired and replaced by an adding machine. Camerata club

members will serve as the cast members, crew, and production staff, taking on a

challenging piece of theatre in this all-student run show.

Camerata presented its first student-run production, the musical Company, last

year.

Shows are April 15 and 16 at 7:30 p.m. in the Denney Theatre. Tickets are $10

at the door.

Expand your world by hosting an exchange student

AFS Intercultural Programs has led
student exchanges for more than 60
years. HSPVA has participated in the
exchange program for many years.

Students are now auditioning from
Germany, Denmark, New Zealand,
Norway, and other countries to come to
Houston next year. Now is the time to
consider opening your home and heart
to a child from another country—even
temporarily.

When you host, you introduce the
world to your family and give your AFS
student the opportunity to take back a
piece of America.

AFS staff and volunteers provide
support throughout the year with
frequent events and orientations and
discussion groups. Check out www.
afsusa.org or contact Gevsp Qewlep
(713-660-6413, cmarsha@swbell.net)
or ask one your AFS classmates!
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Wirnsv Vignxepw

All recitals are at 4:30 p.m. in the
recital hall unless noted otherwise.

Zsgep
January 22
~ego Qroer
February 3
Wewlle Fillvirh0 Nswl Kevgre
February 5
Oexni [ Inxi0 Izer Gmrker
February 22
Porwi} Wxiipd Qevie Qevxiri~
February 24
Zvknrne Yvuy levx) Qrkyip Fepi~e
February 26
Niwinge Veqmvi~0 NegsT Spmisr
March 2
Viknre Qsvker( Gigm} Ksvhsr
March 8
Werh} Vexliv) Qeviel Genr
March 10
Fpenv Pihix0 Gleh Kisvki
March 25
Ih{evh Fip Fuixxer} NegowsriXe}psv
March 29
Weqerxle Hyrger( Qiker Onrk
March 31
Glipwvie [ewir0Nywar [ nwsr

Ne~~

April 1
Xsvier Kverx( guitar
April 15
Fvehpi} PsLirwxinr and Nywxnr
Gyrrirkleq0 saxophone
April 20
Epi | Qewevel guitar;
5:30 p.m., Fir Perhir0 drums
April 22
Wleri Epir( piano
April 27
Fmpp Zsrhivleew bass
April 29
Lmpi} Hi Ciiwi0 piano
Band and Orchestra Senior Recital
dates were not available at press time
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HSPVA PTO Newsletter

PTO President
Jana Enloe
jana@enloes.com

Editor
Tamara Thompson
tamthom@mac.com

The HSPVA PTO Newsletter welcomes com-
ments and news articles. Information may be
dropped into the PTO box in the school ofpce or
emailed to the editor. Please include your name
information on how best to reach you with each
submission. The Newsletter Committee reserves
the right to determine content and edit for space
and/or clarity.

All dates are subject to change. Please check
hspva.org
for latest information.

Are these events on your calendar?

February 5
Side-by-Side Jazz Performance (see page 6)
February 12
Deadline to sign up for Italy trip (see page 6)
February 25-28
Once on this Island, Black History production
(see page 5)
March 3-5
Theatre Dept. Red & Gray Festival (see page 5)
March 11 & 12
Spring Dance Concert (see page 6)
March 22
0AN Evening with Dr. Allen,6 PTO program (see page 1)
March 26 & 27
Jazz Festival (see page 6)
April 10
Theatre Guild Gala (see page 5)
April 15 & 16
Adding Machine, student-run musical (see page 7)
May 1
Print 2010 (see page 5)
Various dates
Your favorite senior in recital (see page 7)
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Teacher Appreciation
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Jana Enloe
Shelley Wisner
Debbi Grifpth
Tamara Thompson
Jean Brackendorff
Staci Faulkner
Shelley Karl
Rhoda Ferris
Charles McKeithen
Shelly Alexander
Shannon Bohny
Anne Amador
Tina Maclnnes
Tamara Thompson
Terri Brown

Amani Escandon

If you would like to serve on the PTO Board, nomina-
tions are now being considered. See page 3.



